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     The Gateway to India, as seen from Mumbai Harbour ( Fred Olsen ) 

 

Welcome on board!  

Before fully immersing ourselves in the unique Indian 

experience we fly from the UK direct to Abu Dhabi, capital of 

the Emirates.  Our first night is spent in an hotel and the 

following day, before boarding Fred. Olsen ship Boudicca, 

we enjoy a full day tour of the city.  

The following day we arrive in Dubai. This relatively new 

tourist destination has gained popularity as a major shopping 

and holiday destination in recent years and is often a 

favourite with the rich and famous. Dubai is a world of sharp 

contrasts, everything from the more modern shopping malls, 

theme parks and hotels to the more traditional way of life still 

played out in the souks and the creek of Dubai old town. 

Two days at sea follows before Boudicca arrives at 

Porbandar, birthplace of Gandhi – the ‘Father of India’ – this 

coastal city is the perfect place to begin our epic Indian 

exploration.  

Our next port of call is the vibrant city of Mumbai, where we 

make an overnight stop, giving us the opportunity to fully 

explore this unique & chaotic city home to skyscrapers, 

bustling bazaars, religious sites & the vibrant film industry 

known as ‘Bollywood’.  A plethora of diverse experiences 

and sights await us. 

From Mumbai it’s on to Goa, where we again have an 

overnight stop. The Portuguese colonial architecture of Old 

Goa and the UNESCO-listed Latin Quarter highlight India’s 

European heritage.  

Our time in India will then come to an end in the state of 

Kerala on the Malabar coast of Southern India.  We visit two 

of the state’s most enticing ports. Intoxicating Kochi has 

attracted explorers, traders and travellers for centuries; and 

during yet another overnight stay you’ll have chance to see 

the famous Chinese cantilever fishing nets, the British 

Commonwealth’s oldest synagogue and much more.  

Moving on to Vizhanjim (Thiruvananthapuram) we can 

marvel at an impressive array of mosques, temples and 

churches; and enjoy the impressive views on offer from the 

Kovalam Lighthouse. Finally our unforgettable adventure 



 
 
concludes in Colombo, a spectacular Sri Lankan city packed 

with beautiful Buddhist and Hindu temples, mosques, 

museums and busy bazaars.  

We’ll sample diverse culture and natural beauty, experience 

the country’s spiritual beginnings, fascinating history, 

engrossing cultures and marvels of modern-day life in this 

unique sub continent. 

 

And at the end of each day return to Boudicca for an 

excellent dinner and the chance to talk over the adventures 

of the day. 

 
 

 

Your Cruise Day by Day 

We hope to carry out the following itinerary as described. Should the weather or circumstances dictate however, we will endeavour 

to carry out a programme as close as possible to the original itinerary 

 

Day  1  
Wednesday  

3
rd

 October 
Fly to Abu Dhabi 

 

We depart from London Heathrow or Manchester in the 

morning and take a direct flight to Abu Dhabi with Etihad. On 

arrival early evening we transfer by luxury coach to either the 

Crowne Plaza or Marriott Courtyard hotel for one night.  

Dinner will be taken this evening in the hotel 

 

 
 
 

 

Day 2 
Thursday  

4
th
  October  

Exploring Abu Dhabi        

After checking out of our hotel we have a full day to explore 

this fascinating city, the capital of the United Arab Emirates.   

With a local guide we take in the well preserved 200 years 

old Al Maqtaa Fort, an important reminder of the city’s past. It 

was built, in pale sandstone with ornate wooden carvings, to 

protect against invaders. 

The Grand Mosque is a fabulous structure, the third-largest 

in the world, with over a thousand columns and 80 marble 

domes, while the oldest building in the city, the Qasr Al Hosn 

Palace, is magnificently decorated with traditional tiles. 

We embark Boudicca late afternoon for our first night on 

board our luxury floating hotel for the next 14 nights 

 

 

     The grand Mosque in Abu Dhabi ( Fred. Olsen ) ) 

 

Day 3 
Friday 

5
th
 October   

Exploring Dubai 

 

Today we arrive in the most well known of the Emirates 

cities, Dubai, where we spend the morning with a local guide 

passing the Burj Khalifa Tower, Burj Al Arab ( the worlds first 

7 * hotel ) and the man made Palm Islands.  During the 

afternoon we pay a visit to the old city and Dubai creek, a 

world away from the beaches and high rise structures of the 

modern Dubai. 

 
     The Burj Al Arab hotel, Dubai ( Tourist Board )  

 

 

Days  

4 & 5 

Saturday 6
th
 

and Sunday  

7
th
 October  

At Sea 

 

We have 2 days at sea to relax and look back over our 

experiences in The United Arab Emirates and to look forward 

to what lies ahead for us over the next 14 days.  We have 

time to enjoy the ship’s facilities where there is usually a 

range of activities available on board – you may choose to 

join a fitness class or visit the onboard gym, attend one of 

the on board lectures, treat yourself to a treatment in the spa 

or just simply relax in one of the lounges with a coffee or a 

book from the library or to reflect on our journey so far 

 



 
 
Day 6  

 

Monday  

8
th
 October  

Exploring Porbandar 

 

On arrival early morning in Porbandar, on the North West of 

India we meet our local guide and take the short journey to 

the temple of Kirti Mandir. Built in honour of Mahatma 

Gandhi and his wife Kasturba Gandhi to mark his release 

some 74 years ago 

 

     The Krishna Sudama Temple, Nr Porbandar ( B Bedi ) 

  

We continue on foot through the old city to the Krishna 

Sudama Mandir temple dedicated to the friendship between 

Lord Krishna and Sudama. Following lunch we spend some 

free time in the city before continuing back to the ship 
 

 

 

Days  

7 & 8  

Tuesday 9
th
  

& Wednesday 

10
th
 October 

Exploring Mumbai 

 

Our next port of call is Mumbai where we have 1½ days to 

explore this chaotic city, home to skyscrapers, bustling bazaars, 

religious sites and the vibrant film industry known as ‘Bollywood’ 
 

Arriving early afternoon we take an exploratory wander into the 

city before returning to Boudicca.  Later in the evening we take 

transport back into Mumbai to view a ‘Bollywood‘ movie.  Whilst  

the movie is in Hindi without English subtitles it is a wonderful 

experience with the opportunity to see Mumbai at night.   

 

 
En route to the World Heritage site of Elephanta ( Tourist Board ) 

The following day we travel by boat to visit the UNESCO World 

Heritage Site of Elephanta, a collection of caves predominantly 

dedicated to the Hindu god Shiva. Returning to the city we have 

a busy afternoon, our local guide taking us on a Mumbai city 

tour visiting the Gateway of India, Victoria Terminus Station, the 

Prince of Wales museum, Ghandi Bhavan, the Hanging 

Gardens, Dhobvi Ghat and, if time, to Colaba Causeway for 

shopping 

 

 

Days  

9 & 10  

Thursday 11
th
 

& Friday 12
th
 

October 

Exploring Goa 

 

Sailing overnight further south along the west coast of India we 

arrive into Goa late morning and after lunch visit the blissful 

palm-fringed sandy beaches of Utorda and either explore the area 

on foot or simply relax and swim in the azure blue waters of the 

Arabian sea. 

 

The following day we use a local guide and take in all the major 

sights of Goa, including the old town, the Arch of Viceroys, 

Church of St Cajetan and the Basilica of Bom amongst others.  

Later we continue to Panaji City and explore Fotainas & its Latin 

Quarters.  Lunch is taken at a local restaurant and we then take 

time out in the local markets in Panaji before returning to our 

ship after a busy stay in the smallest state of 

India

     Typical scene along the rivers of Goa ( Tourist Board )  

 

 

 

Day 11 
Saturday  

13
th
 October  

At Sea 

 

We have a further day at sea to relax and enjoy the facilities 

of Boudicca as she sails south east towards the southern tip 

of the Indian sub continent 

 

 

Days  

12 & 13  

Sunday 14
th
  

& Monday  

15
th
 October 

Exploring Kochi 

 

Another overnight stop in Kochi, capital of the state of Kerala, 

affords us plenty of time to explore this often visited part of 

south east India. 

 

We take transport initially to Kumbalangi Island where we 

include a ride on a Tuk Tuk and a walking tour of the island 

with a local guide. After lunch we visit Old Kochi and take in 

the Mattanchery area, the Dutch Palace, Synagogue and the 

Jewish part of the town. 



 
 

 
     Chinese Fishing Nets nr Kumbalangi island ( Wikipedia ) 

 

Day 2 & we return to the old part of the town and visit Fort 

Kochi where we enjoy a leisurely walk along the heritage trail 

and visit the area of the famous Chinese fishing nets.  We 

continue to Alleppey and cruise through Kochi’s backwaters 

where lunch, tea and snacks are served before transferring 

back to the ship 

 

 

Day  14 
Tuesday  

16
th
 October   

Thiruvananthapuram 

 

Our final port of call on the Indian mainland is to 

Thiruvananthapuram ( Vizhanjim ) where we take some free 

time and enjoy a walk on the beach at Kovalam, followed by 

lunch at a local restaurant. After lunch we enjoy a guided city 

tour of Thiruvananthapuram, ending at Padmanabha Temple 

before proceeding back to the ship. 

 

 
     Padmanabha Temple Nr Thiruvananthapuram ( Tourist Board ) 

 

 

Day  15 
Wednesday 

17
th
 October   

Colombo, Sri Lanka 

 

Our final port of call, Colombo, nestles on the south west corner 

of Sri Lanka. We take a short coach transfer to visit a classical  

Buddhist Temple by Beira Lake & then continue into the 

residential area for a comfortable 3 hour walk through parks and 

tree shaded streets, past the colonial Town Hall and the 

beautifully restored Arcade Building. 

 

We make a refreshment stop at the famous Gymkhana Club 

and proceed to the iconic Independence Square.  We continue 

through the ‘ Fort ‘, Colombo’s commercial area to the Pettah, 

which is the noisy, busy bazaar & a short walk passing the 

colourful Red Mosque.  We return to the port and our final night 

on board Boudicca. 

 

 
     The classical Buddhist Temple nr Beira Lake in Colombo ( Shutterstock ) 

 

 

Day  16 
Thursday   

18
th
 October 

Colombo & Return Flight 

 

Sadly we must say goodbye to Boudicca and our Indian 

journey but before we do we still have a short time left to 

further explore Colombo. 

 

We drive to Negombo for a sightseeing tour of this traditional 

fishing town, the majority of whose population are Roman 

Catholic.  Many highly ornate Catholic churches are found 

and every street which have led to Negombo being referred 

to as Little Rome. 

 

We enjoy a farewell 3 course seafood lunch at a beachside 

restaurant and have some free time to relax at one of the 

islands best beaches before transferring to the airport for our 

return flight back to the UK ( private changing facilities have 

been booked for us to freshen up at the beach prior to 

departure to the airport )  

 

 

Day  17 
Friday  

19
th
 October 

Arrive UK 

 

We are scheduled to arrive back at London Heathrow at 

7.30am, having travelled overnight via Abu Dhabi on Etihad 

airlines 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Additional Information 

Walks, Excursions & Weather 

 

Each evening the leader will discuss and arrange the 

programme for the following day.  Should you not wish to join 

the party, please let the leader know.  The described 

programme assumes that the weather will be good and that 

the ship will keep to the planned schedule. We may have to 

change the programme if the ship’s schedule changes or 

there is poor weather. Sightseeing plays a significant part in 

our itinerary, whether it is of cultural or natural interest 

 

We have graded the walking element of this holiday Grade 3. 

The terrain can at times be rough underfoot, and the 

expected hot weather can make the walks more challenging 

than they would be in more temperate areas. 

 

In October we can expect the weather to be hot everywhere 

we go. Average daytime temperatures throughout should be 

in the early to mid 20°C and night time temperatures in the 

mid to high teens. However, expect rain showers at any time 

 

 

What’s Included 

 

 Return Economy class flights from London Heathrow or 

Manchester with Etihad 

 Accommodation on board 

 Half Board accommodation in Abu Dhabi on  

3
rd

 October 

 Breakfast and dinner throughout your cruise 

 Lunches on-board on sea days 

 Restaurant lunches on some days whilst on excursions / 

tours.  On other days a picnic is taken from the ship 

 Complimentary tea and coffee during the day and early 

evening at selected locations on the ship 

 All entertainment on board 

 Sports & leisure facilities on board 

 A programme of walks & excursions from our ports of 

call including any necessary local transportation costs 

 Transport to and from the ship by the ship’s shuttle bus 

service, if necessary, at all the places we visit. 

 Tips to the ship’s restaurant staff. 

 
 

 

What’s Not Included 

 

 Any drinks on board  

 Fred. Olsen Cruise Lines’ shore excursions 

 Hairdressing, health, beauty treatments and selected 

fitness classes 

 Personal laundry and dry cleaning 

 Holiday Insurance 

 Discretionary gratuities to the crew (apart from 

restaurant staff), drivers, guides etc both on board and 

ashore 

 Entrances to any museums or sites unless specifically 

mentioned in the itinerary 

 Any local excursions not included in the Ramblers 

Cruise & Walk Holidays programme, or merely 

mentioned as possibilities in this Holiday Information 

Sheet. 

 Occasionally a local guide or your Ramblers Cruise & 

Walk leader might suggest entering a site or monument 

in a city for which there is an entrance fee to pay. Please 

allow approximately £30 for this 

 UAE, Indian & Sri Lanka Visas  

 

 

Boudicca  

 

Boudicca, an elegant ship with a light and airy design, was 

refitted in 2011. Her scale creates a sense of personal 

welcome.  With ten decks and a total of 462 cabins carrying 

880 passengers (standard occupancy), the ship has a 

friendly and attentive crew of 329. Boudicca has a spacious 

layout and stylish interiors and on board facilities include two 

swimming pools, a fitness centre, a sauna and stream room, 

a beauty salon, a sun deck, Jacuzzis, several lounges and 

bars, a card room, library, internet room and restaurants. The 

ship has a medical centre, a shop where you can buy 

essentials such as sun cream or toiletries, and there is also a 

launderette and ironing room on board. 

 

After dinner there are always shows, reviews and evenings 

of cabaret for your entertainment. Choose from the Neptune 

Lounge for an evening show or perhaps head to the 

Observatory Lounge or the Lido Bar for an after dinner drink 

and to enjoy the resident band.  

 

Our accommodation is in twin and single cabins with shower 

and wc. All cabins are equipped with individually controlled 

air-conditioning, television, hairdryers, tea and coffee making 

facilities and a safety deposit box. Boudicca has a non-

smoking policy on board and smoking is not permitted in any 

cabin. Allocated cabins will be an inside cabin (normally on 

the Marina Deck) unless you have paid a supplement to 

upgrade. Those booking single cabins may not necessarily 

be allocated a twin cabin for sole use.  Your cabin steward 

will keep your cabin in immaculate condition throughout your 

stay, replacing any linen or towels as or when required. 

Separate towels are provided for poolside use. 

 

Boudicca operates a satellite telephone system, with 

telephones in each cabin, and personal mobile phones 

enabled for international roaming should work on board. 

The voltage on board Boudicca is supplied at 110 volts – 60 

cycle (a U.S. style 2 pin plug is required) and 220 volt 60 

cycle (requiring a continental style 2-pin plug). If you are in 

any doubt as to the appropriate voltage to use your electrical 

appliances on board, please check with the ship’s Reception 

Desk. Adapters are usually available for hire on board, or 

may be bought at the ship’s shop. 

 



 

Payment on board is in Sterling, and a credit account system 

is operated on board allowing purchases to be charged to 

your account which must be settled at the end of your cruise 

– see the Currency section for more details. 

 

Deck plans for the Boudicca can be viewed at the following 

address:  

www.fredolsencruises.com/our-ships/boudicca/decks 

 

 
Boudicca ( Fred. Olsen )  

 

 

Meals 

 

So what’s on the menu? One certainty is that no one aboard 

ship will ever go hungry. All meals are included and you start 

the day with breakfast, a buffet arrangement where you can 

choose from fresh fruits, cereals, yoghurts, a full English 

breakfast, cheeses, cold cuts, breads, pastries, fresh juices 

and unlimited tea or coffee.  

 

We’ll take our lunches onboard on cruising days and the 

choice is yours: sample the ample buffet in the restaurant, 

see what’s on offer in the informal café or choose an alfresco 

poolside affair.  When we’re out for the day lunch will be 

included, usually a picnic or local speciality 

  

Dinner is a sumptuous five course feast. The choices are 

many, and the food is excellent. The menus are varied and 

mouth-watering, freshly cooked by award-winning chefs.  

Special diets such as fat-free, vegetarian and gluten-free 

meals can be catered for.  Dinner is taken in a stylish 

restaurant with smiling courteous waiting staff creating a 

wonderful atmosphere for your evening meal. We are 

booked for dinner at 6.15pm to allow you plenty of time to 

also enjoy the evening entertainment if you wish. Wine can 

be pre-ordered from the Maître’d or over the interactive 

intranet in your cabin. 

 

A later buffet dinner may be taken on certain days in the 

Secret Garden Café where the food is virtually the same as 

that served in the main restaurant. 
 

And if this is not enough, there is also morning coffee, 

afternoon tea and extensive late night suppers to indulge in!  

We’ll also have an exclusive drinks party for our group one 

evening in addition to the Captain’s welcome and farewell 

parties and a traditional afternoon tea with waiter service on 

one of our sea days. 

 

Complimentary tea and coffee can be found aboard ship 

throughout the day, usually in the informal café.  Other drinks 

must be purchased but prices are very reasonable. No 

alcoholic drinks purchased ashore may be taken aboard the 

ship for consumption during the cruise.  

 

If you have any special dietary requirements such as 

diabetic, gluten/wheat free, dairy free/soya, vegetarian, 

vegan, or low fat please advise us at the time of booking or 

no later than 14 weeks prior to departure. 

 

.  
         The magnificent architecture of Victoria Terminus station in Mumbai  

         ( Tourist Board ) 

      

 

Flights & Embarkation 

 

Flights are with Etihad from either London Heathrow or 

Manchester to Abu Dhabi and return from Colombo 

 

The transfer from the airport to the hotel is by road and takes 

approximately 45 minutes. It is a similar journey time from 

the ship to the airport on our final day in Colombo 

. 

If you are joining in Abu Dhabi it is assumed, unless you 

advise us otherwise, you will meet the group in Abu Dhabi 

and leave the group in Colombo. If this is not your intention, 

please let us know in writing at least 5 weeks before 

departure.  

 

Similarly, if leaving the group in Mauritius and not flying 

home with us we assume you will make your own transfer 

arrangements on day 17 – 29
th
 November 

 

When you booked your holiday, you were asked to supply us 

with some personal details, such as passport details, and 

date of birth. With your confirmation details sent by Ramblers 

Cruise & Walk Holidays, you have been asked to check the 

Personal Details Check Form, complete any missing 

information, and send back to us. Can you please ensure 

that you do this as early as possible, as we are required to 

send the details to the airline. 

 

On arrival at the port in Abu Dhabi you will need to produce 

both your ticket and a valid passport, so please ensure you 

have both readily to hand. When checking in you will be 

issued with your ship’s pass and boarding card.   Your ship’s 

pass acts as your security pass and on board account card 

for the full duration of the cruise. Each time you embark or 

disembark the ship your card will be swiped to record 

whether you are on board or ashore. In addition your hand 

http://www.fredolsencruises.com/our-ships/boudicca/decks


 

luggage may be subject to either x-ray scanning or a manual 

search each time you re-join the ship. 

 

 

Disembarkation 

 

At least 24 hours before the end of your cruise the full 

disembarkation instructions will be placed inside your cabin.  

Please ensure you have settled all on board accounts before 

leaving the ship.  

 

 

Health & Fitness 

 

Although most cruises experience calm seas, there is always 

the possibility of heavy weather.  It is possible in these 

circumstances that some clients may be susceptible to sea-

sickness. You may wish to consider packing some travel 

motion sickness medication which can greatly reduce any 

symptoms.  Please liaise with your local pharmacist or doctor 

for advice regarding particular medication. 

 

Advice on vaccinations is available from your GP, or can be 

obtained from the Medical Advisory Services for Travellers 

Abroad (MASTA). In addition, general travel advice is 

available from the Foreign and Commonwealth Office at 

www.fco.gov.uk/travel.  

 

 

Passports, Visas & Insurance 

 
A passport is required to visit the UAE, India & Sri Lanka 

and it must be valid for a minimum of six months from your 

departure from Sri Lanka. It is a lso a  requirement  to 

have at least two blank pages in your passport.  

 

You will also need to obtain Visas as follows :- 

 

Obtaining a UAE (Abu Dhabi & Dubai) Visa 

 

Visas are issued on arrival in Abu Dhabi and entry to Dubai.  

There is no cost for either and, in effect, the stamp in your 

passport doubles as your Visa 

 

Obtaining an Indian Visa 

 

Please refer to the following Indian Visa Information for full 

instructions on how to obtain your visa. The instructions 

apply for residents of the UK only. If you reside outside 

the UK, please contact your nearest Indian consulate for 

details on how to apply for your visa. 

 

The High Commission of India has appointed an agency 

called VF Services (UK) Limited, to be responsible for 

collecting the necessary documents from travellers in 

connection with visa applications.. 

 

There are various VF Services (UK) Limited centres around 

the UK – London, Glasgow, Cardiff, Manchester, Birmingham 

and Edinburgh, and depending on where you live in the U.K, 

you will be directed to one of these centres  in  connection  

with  your  application (full details on the application centre 

that is applicable to you can be found on the VF Services 

website). 

 

The information in this document is meant only to assist you 

with your application. You should refer to the   VF   Services   

website   for   all   up   to   date information before you apply 

as costs, document requirements, and other details can 

change without notice. The website address is: 

http://in.vfsglobal.com/india/.uk  

 

Before submitting your  forms, please check that all 

details are correct and you have completed all boxes, 

and included all the necessary documentation as the 

High Commission will not refund the fee if the form is 

not completed correctly and further payment may be 

required by you. 

 

You can only make on line applications for your visa. Hand 

written forms are not accepted. 

 

On the VFS website, under the headings "Visa Category" and 

"Tourist Visa" you will find useful information on visa costs, 

necessary documents, photographs and frequently asked   

questions. Please read through the guidelines carefully 

before you begin your application as it contains very useful 

information. 

 

In order to apply for your visa, you need to click "Download 

Form". Here you will find a link to the online form. You will 

also need to print and complete a Declaration Form for each 

applicant. This can be found under Documents Required. 

You are required to include this form with your application. 

 

After agreeing to the Terms & Conditions, you will be 

taken to the on-line form at 

https://indianvisaonline.gov.in/visa/  Click on the orange 

box entitled Regular Visa Application. You can then start 

your visa application process. IMPORTANT – Please   

make   a   note   of   the Temporary Application ID noted 

in pink at the top of this page. Complete all boxes as 

required. If a question does not apply to you, please do 

not leave the box blank. Enter NA or Not Applicable. 

 

To move to the next page, you need to click Save & 

Continue. If you wish to save the data you have entered, but 

are not ready to move onto the next page, click Save & Exit. 

You can go back to the form at a later date to finish your 

application. You will need the Temporary Application ID to 

retrieve your application. 

 

Once you reach the end of your application, you will be   

given   a   File   Number.   This   replaces   the Temporary 

Application ID and will be the number you will need for 

any future retrieval of your application. You then have two 

options – one to just save and print the form (if you plan to 

pay by postal order) or to print the form and make online 

payment.  You will also be given the opportunity to schedule 

an appointment if you wish to visit one of the VFS offices to 

hand deliver your application. 

 

Once the online application (and payment if applicable) has 

been completed, you are required to send your passport 

and supporting documents to VF Services in order to 

obtain your visa. We suggest that you print off 2 copies 

http://www.fco.gov.uk/travel
http://in.vfsglobal.com/india/.uk
https://indianvisaonline.gov.in/visa/


 

of your form - keep one for your reference, and send the 

other (signed and dated) to VF Services (UK) Ltd with your 

passport, 2 photographs and payment (postal order only, 

made payable  to  V   F   Services   (UK)   Ltd-London, 

personal cheques are not accepted). If paying online with a 

credit or debit card, you should make a note of the Web 

Reference Number given so that you have proof of 

payment. Please note that as well as signing and dating the 

form at the bottom, you are also required to sign in the box 

underneath the photograph. 

 
You are also required to complete the Declaration 
Form and to include this with your application. 

VF Services advise that you should not staple both 

photographs to the form. One must be pasted to the front of 

the form and the 2nd should be stapled to the reverse of the 

form. Please refer to the website under "Visa Category" 

"Tourist Visa" – "Photo Specifications" for full details on the 

photograph requirements. The specification for your 

photographs are very specific and any deemed  not  meet  

their  requirements  may result  in  your  application  being  

returned  to you. 

  If you send your application form via mail, it must be sent 

to the VF Services (UK) Limited office in Hounslow at the 

following address: 

 

India Visa Application Centre 

The Vista Centre 

First Floor Part A Block 50 

            Salisbury Road 

Hounslow 

TW4 6JQ 

 

We suggest that you send your application via "Special 

Delivery Envelope" (SDE), so that you can track your 

documents if necessary. You can also include   a   self   

addressed   SDE   in   with   your application, so that you can 

track your passports being returned to you. As advised by VF 

Services (UK) Ltd, it can take a minimum of 10-15 working 

days to process a postal application at certain times of the 

year. 

 

If convenient to you, you can visit an Application Centre in 

person and hand in your documents. Please refer to the VF 

Services website for the centre that applies to the area you 

live in. After completing   your   application   on   line,   you   

can schedule an appointment at a centre in your jurisdiction 

to submit your documents. It takes approximately 2-3 working 

days to process and then your passport can be collected 

from the same centre. 

 

As of April 2018, the VF Services website advises the costs 

for a visa which is valid for 1 year for a British passport 

holder, (as per the VF Services (UK) Ltd. Website) are 

currently: 

 

Per Passport:  1 year tourist Visa cost: £113.00 

 

VF Services (UK) Limited: Service Fee: £7.44 

 

 

 

Changes in costs can occur without notice, so please check 

the VF Services website for the up to date charges. Please 

note that the visa to visit India for UK nationals is valid for up 

to 1 year from date of issue.   

 

When completing the form & you are asked for the length of 

visa required, please request 1 year 

 

As the visa is valid from DATE OF ISSUE, not date of travel, 

please do not apply for your visa too far in advance of your 

travel dates. Please ensure that your visa will be valid for 

your entire stay in India. 

 

You are required to supply details of a referee in the UK in 

India. You may wish to use the referees as listed below. 

 

In the UK: 

 

Ramblers Walking Holidays Ltd.   

Box 43.   

Welwyn Garden City,  

Hertfordshire AL8 6PQ. 

 

Tel: 01707 331133 

 

Fred. Olsen Cruise Lines 

Fred Olsen House 

White House Road 

Ipswich  IP1 5LL 

 

Tel : 0800 0355 1475 

 

In India: 

 

Trade Wings Tours Ltd.  

60 Janpath,  

New Delhi 110 001,  

India.  

 

Tel: 0091 112 332 1822 

 

You may wish to engage the services of an authorised visa 

agency to assist you in obtaining your visa. The costs 

involved for this service can vary (and will be in addition 

to the visa costs and the fees charged by VF Services 

(UK) Ltd) so please confirm the charges with any agency 

you choose to use prior to sending your application.  Please 

note that for online applications, you will still be required to 

complete the application form yourself before sending your 

documents to your agency. 

 

 

Obtaining a Sri Lankan Visa 

 

A Visa is also required for entrance to Sri Lanka and all 

tourists must now obtain a Tourist ETA before travelling. 

They cost 35 US$ per person ( March 2018 ). To apply 

please visit www.eta.gov.uk  

 

On opening the website, you will be asked to select your 

language. Select English. 

 



 

This brings you to a page that explains about the ETA 

system. To apply for the ETA click the ‘Apply' button in the 

middle of the page.  

 

This brings up a page requesting you to agree to the 

conditions of the Sri Lankan government. You must click 

'Agree'. 

 

This brings you to a page asking you to select which type 

of visa you require. On the top left of the screen 

select Tourist ETA for an individual. You must make a 

separate application for each individual travelling. 

You will be asked for passport details, address in Sri Lanka 

and your home address. For the address in Sri Lanka use 

the name of the ship – Boudicca.  When asked to select 

nationality, Country of birth, etc British citizens will have to 

select 'British Citizen' there is no option of 'Great Britain' or 

'United Kingdom'. Your flight number will be on your flight 

tickets which you should receive approx 10 days before 

departure.   

Use the flight number of the flight that lands in Colombo. If 

you would like to apply for your visa further in advance 

please contact us for flight details. You should then submit 

your application printing a copy for your reference.  

It is a good idea to carry photocopies of the personal details 

pages of your passport. Should you lose your passport, this 

may assist with the issue of replacement documents and 

your return to your home country 

Passport and visa requirements can change at any time. It is 

your own responsibility to ensure that you inform yourself   

from a professionally qualified source on, and comply with, 

such requirements 

General travel   and   destination   advice   for   UK nationals 

is available from the Foreign and Commonwealth Office at 

www.fco.gov.uk/travel and at www.gov.uk/travelaware. 

Holders of non-British Passports should check with the their 

embassy or nearest consulate regarding requirements on 

visiting the UAE, India & Sri Lanka 

It is a condition of carriage that all guests must hold a full and 

valid passport, the validity of which is dependent upon the 

destinations visited. Since you will be denied boarding if 

unable to present your passport at check-in, please ensure 

your passport is kept in your hand baggage. 

 

It is a good idea to carry photocopies of the personal details 

pages of your passport.  Should you lose your passport, this 

may assist with the issue of replacement documents when 

you return to the UK. This should also allow you to change 

money.  

 

 
 

Please also remember your insurance details – the group 

leader will ask for this information locally and you will not be 

able to join our walking and activity programme without this 

information. Your holiday insurance should cover you for 

guided walking below 2000m. 

 

 

Luggage 

 

Details of your baggage allowance for the flight will be 

confirmed in your travel documents sent to you 

approximately 10 days before departure. However, Etihad 

Airlines current allowance is 32kg per person plus 1 piece of 

hand luggage (maximum weight 7kg) 

 

 

Clothing & Equipment 

 

Daytime wear 

Daytime wear is casual with comfortable shoes for walking 

around deck. You might need a lightweight jacket for the 

early evening when the sun sets. 

 

You may also like to take a towel and swimwear as Boudicca 

has 2 small swimming pools & Jacuzzis. Towels are provided 

at the poolside should you forget your own. During the day 

casual wear is allowed in the restaurant but not swimwear.  

 

Evening wear 

During your cruise there will be formal and smart casual 

evenings. On formal evenings, gentlemen are encouraged to 

wear ‘black tie’, although a dark suit and tie will be fine, with 

ladies elegantly dressed in cocktail or evening dress.  

On smart casual evenings men can wear open necked shirts, 

chinos and dark coloured jeans, and women a dress or 

casual separates. 

 

Clothing and equipment for walking  

Some of the walks will be rough underfoot at times, so we 

recommend proper walking boots with a Vibram sole. 

Although we hope the weather will be sunny, there is a 

chance of rain, so waterproofs are strongly recommended.  

 

http://www.fco.gov.uk/travel


 

 
 

 

 

Currency 

 

The currency on board ship is sterling. A credit account 

system is operated on board allowing bar drinks, wine in 

restaurants, laundry charges, purchases from the shop and 

any other incidental expenses to be automatically charged to 

your account. Payment is required at the end of your cruise.   

Diners Club, MasterCard and Visa credit are accepted on 

board but please note there is a 1.5% service charge for bills 

settled by credit card.  

 

Visa debit cards, personal cheques and travellers’ cheques 

are also valid but American Express, Maestro, Solo, or 

Electron debit cards are NOT accepted.   

 

The ship operates a Bureau de Change on board, where 

currency can be purchased or sold subject to local currency 

restrictions. All major currencies are stocked based on the 

cruise destinations with no commission charge and 

competitive rates.  You may purchase foreign currency with 

travellers’ cheques or cash. 

 

 

Tipping 

 

Fred. Olsen operates a system whereby the recommended 

level of gratuities will be automatically added to guests’ on-

board accounts at the end of the cruise.  Ramblers Cruise & 

Walk Holidays include the tips for the dining room waiters but 

£2 per guest per day will be added to all on board accounts 

for cabin stewards.  Anyone wishing to vary the amount 

given can do so via reception and guests are free to remove 

the charge from their onboard account and tip the relevant 

staff in the traditional ‘envelope & cash’ method if they prefer. 

 

 

 Maps & Suggested Reading 

 

Lonely Planet Guides to Abu Dhabi, Dubai and India are both 

very informative and recommended.    

 

 

 

 

These books can be obtained from specialist travel book and 

map sellers such as: 

 

The Map Shop 

15 High Street 

Upton upon Severn, Worcs. 

WR8 0HJ  England 

Tel : 01684 593146 

 

www.themapshop.co.uk 

 

themapshop@btinternet.com 

 

 

 

General  Information 

 

Please note that this Holiday Information sheet may be 

periodically updated and reissued. 

 

In most cases any revisions will be minor and the overall 

nature of the holiday will be unchanged. Should we need to 

make a major change to the holiday arrangements between 

you booking your holiday and your date of travel we will 

notify you to specifically draw your attention to any significant 

change. 

 

You may wish to review the latest version of the Holiday 

Information sheet online prior to travel 

Ramblers Cruise & Walk Holidays 

Lemsford Mill 

Lemsford Village 

Welwyn Garden City 

Herts 

AL8 7TR 

 

Tel : +44(0) 1707 386767  

 

E-Mail : info@cruiseandwalk.co.uk 

 

www.cruiseandwalk.co.uk                   

    

                            

Notes 

 

________________________________________________

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

 

Published January 2018 

 

Amended February 2018 (amended flight details) 

 

Amended April 2018 – UAE, India & Sri Lanka Visas 
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