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Brabant in Budapest, Hungary (Fred. Olsen Cruise Lines) 

 

Welcome on board! 
 
River cruises don’t just take you to a country; they let you get 

right under its skin.  And there are so many reasons to enjoy 

a river cruise in Europe with Fred. Olsen and Ramblers 

Cruise & Walk.   

 

With so much time in port, river boats tend to have less 

activities on offer that Fred Olsen’s large ocean-going ships 

but still have all the facilities you need to make your stay 

relaxing and stress-free.  Combined with an exclusive shore 

walking and sightseeing programme included from Ramblers 

Cruise & Walk what could be nicer 

 

On our Eastern European Danube Discovery cruises, we 

travel east from Budapest through 4 fascinating countries, 

taking in some stunning Eastern European cities and 

glorious landscapes, arriving 9 days later in Romania, near 

the shores of The Black Sea. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We fly from London to Budapest and make the short 

transfer to Fred Olsen’s newest addition to its fleet – 

Brabant. We remain in Budapest overnight and have a full 

day to explore this capital city.   

 

Overnight we cruise to Kalocsa before crossing the border 

into Serbia and arriving the following day into Belgrade.  

                                    

After a day in Belgrade we pass through the awe-inspiring 

Iron Gates gorges, narrowing to just 150 metres wide at the 

Great Kazan gorge.  Early morning, we arrive into Vidin, 

Bulgaria and spend the day exploring the town before 

moving overnight to Ruse, close to the Romanian border.   

 

We spend a full day cruising the Lower Danube before 

reaching our penultimate destination – St Gheorghe.  

 

Setting sail late afternoon, we continue our cruise to the 

Romanian town of Hirsova, from where we disembark and 

travel by coach to Bucharest for our  return flight to the UK 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Your Cruise Day by Day 
 

We hope to carry out the following itinerary as described.  Occasionally, however, poor weather or a shorter time in port than 

anticipated might mean we have to amend our plans. 

 

Day  1 
Thursday  

29th August  

Flight to Budapest  

& Embarkation 

 

We take a morning flight to Budapest and make the short 

transfer by luxury coach to the port to board Brabant.   

 

After an introductory meeting with your Ramblers Cruise & 

Walk Leader and fellow travellers, a sumptuous five course 

dinner is served, during which Brabant sets sail south east 

down the Danube.  

 

 
 
 

 

 

Day 2                    
Friday  

30th August  

Exploring  

Budapest, Hungary 

 

Budapest, the capital of Hungary is one of many UNESCO 

listed capitals in Eastern Europe.    

 

Using a local guide, we visit both sides of the river; exploring 

Buda’s castle district and the Szechenyi Chain Bridge which 

spans the Danube & splits the districts of Buda and Pest and 

if time allows take the funicular to the Royal Palace.  After 

lunch we take in the Jewish quarter, Dohany Synagogue, 

Jewish Museum and Holocaust on the Pest side of the river 

 
 

The magnificent Danube in Budapest alongside the Hungarian Parliament 

Building  (Fred. Olsen Cruise Lines) 

 

 

Day 3  
Saturday 

31st August  

Kalocsa, Hungary & 

Cruising the Danube  

 

Overnight we arrive into Kalocsa, one of Hungary’s oldest 

towns and the country’s most important religious centre, 

renowned for producing vividly coloured folk embroideries 

and flowered porcelains.  With a local guide we visit the 

towns compact centre, with its jumble of boulevards, narrow 

alleyways and ornate squares. 

 

 
 

The Bishops Palace in Kalocsa (Encyclopaedia Britannica ) 

 

After lunch back on-board we cruise along the Danube and 

in late afternoon cross the border into Serbia.   

 

 

Day 4                    
Sunday 1st 

September   

Exploring  

Belgrade, Serbia 

 

An early arrival into the Serbian capital of Belgrade and with 

a local guide we explore the city’s historic monuments and 

museums including St Sava Temple, a walking tour of 

Kalemegdan Fortress and through Knez Mihailova street to 

the Bohemian quarter of Skadarlija where we take a 

traditional Serbian lunch.   

 

 
 

Kalemegdan Fortress, Belgrade ( Fred. Olsen ) 

 

Returning through Knez Mihailova there will be some free 

time to independently explore this jumble of historical, 

architectural and cultural monuments, buildings and 

landmarks before we make our way back to Brabant for 

dinner.  We remain in port until early morning and may return 

to the city after dinner for a nightcap !! 



 
 

Day 5                    
Monday  

2nd September  

Cruising the Cataracts & 

Iron Gates Gorge 

 

Overnight we cruise through the Catracts and Iron Gates 

Gorge, breathtaking fjord-like landscapes and some of the 

most dramatic natural wonders seen anywhere in Europe. 

This remarkable section of the Danube River forms part of 

the border between Serbia and Romania and divides the 

magnificent Carpathian and Balkan Mountains 

 

We continue with a day of leisure as we glide along the 

Danube through stunning National Parks, encountering a few 

man-made marvels, including the iconic Rock Sculpture of 

Decebalus at the Great Kazan gorge and a number of 

historic churches, castles and fortifications such as Severin 

Castle and Golubac Fortress, heading east towards Bulgaria   

 

 
 

Rock Sculpture of Decebalus at the Great Kazan gorge 

 

 

Day 6                    
Tuesday  

3rd September  

Exploring Vidin, 

Bulgaria 

 

We arrive in the early hours into Vidin, our first port of call in 

Bulgaria, where we spend the day exploring the town and its 

mix of ancient Roman, Medieval, Turkish and modern 

architecture & collection of impressive historical landmarks.  

The highlight is the Baba Vida Fortress, one of the best-

preserved mediaeval fortresses in Bulgaria. 

 

 
 

Baba Vida Fortress, Vidin ( Fred. Olsen ) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 7                    
Wednesday  

4th September 

 Exploring 

Ruse, Bulgaria 

 

Arriving over breakfast we have a full day in Ruse where we 

use a local guide. We initially walk through the New Square 

visiting the Theatre Building, Monument of Freedom and the 

Opera House.  Next, we explore the underground Holy 

Trinity Church, the City Library and the Eco Museum before 

continuing to the Orlova Chuka cave for a lunch                                                         

stop.   

 

After lunch we continue by transport to the Medieval Fortress 

and the Ivanovo Rock Churches and also to a viewpoint to 

admire the river canyon before returning to Brabant 

 

 
 

One of the Ivanovo Rock Churches ( Fred. Olsen ) 

 

 

Day 8                   
Thursday  

5th September 

Cruising the  

Lower Danube 

 

Today is a day to chill and look back at the amazing places 

we have visited over the last 7 days as we cross the border 

between Bulgaria and Romania.  

 

 

Day 9 
Friday  

6th September 

Exploring  

St Gheorghe, Romania 
 

Our first call in Romania is into St Gheorghe on the Black 

Sea where we visit the UNESCO listed Danube Delta 

Biosphere Reserve by boat and explore the marshlands, 

flora and wildlife.  Late afternoon we continue onto Hirsova  

 

 

 

Day 10 
Saturday  

7th September 

Hirsova  

& Homeward Flight 

 

We say goodbye to Brabant, our ‘ floating hotel ‘ and take 

transport to Bucharest airport for our late afternoon return 

flight to Heathrow, arriving approx.: 7.30pm.  En route a 

lunch stop will be made and, dependent upon time, a short 

tour of Bucharest  



 
 

Additional Information 
 

 

Walks & Excursions 

 

Each evening the leader will discuss and arrange the 

programme for the following day.  Should you not wish to join 

the party, please let the leader know.  The described walks 

assume that the weather will be good and that the vessel will 

keep to the planned schedule. We may have to change the 

walks if the vessel’s schedule changes or there is poor 

weather. 

 

Whilst sightseeing plays a part in our itinerary, no entrances 

to museums or monuments are planned, and therefore no 

entrance fees are included in the price of the holiday. 

 

 

Travel Information 

 

We fly from London Heathrow to Budapest and return from 

Bucharest, both flights with British Airways.  Flying time is 

between 2 – 2 ½ hours.   

 

Details of your baggage allowance will be confirmed in your 

travel documents, sent to you approximately 10 days before 

departure.  

 

We include transfers from Budapest airport to the port, where 

the vessel will be moored and return from Budapest airport at 

the end of the cruise. 

 

During the week our shore excursions will include travel on 

foot, private coach and local buses. 

 

If you intend joining the vessel in Budapest or departing in 

Bucharest, please let us know in writing at least 5 weeks 

before departure.   

 

 

Passports, Visas and Insurance 

 

Passport, visa and health requirements can change at any 

time. It is your own responsibility to ensure that you inform 

yourself from a professionally qualified source on, and 

comply with, such requirements. Please ensure your 

passport has at least 6 months validity from the 

date you return from the cruise.  It is a condition of 

carriage that all guests must hold a full and valid passport, 

the validity of which is dependent upon the destinations 

visited. Since you will be denied boarding if unable to 

present your passport at check-in, please ensure your 

passport is kept in your hand baggage. 

 

It is a good idea to carry photocopies of the personal detail’s 

pages of your passport.  Should you lose your passport, this 

may assist with the issue of replacement documents when 

you return home. This should also allow you to change 

money.  

 

Please also remember your insurance details – your 

Ramblers Cruise & Walk leader will ask for this information 

locally and you will not be able to join our walking and activity 

programme without this information. Your holiday insurance 

should cover you for guided walking below 1000m. 

 

 
 

 

Embarkation & Disembarkation 

 

On arrival at the port you will need to produce both your 

ticket and a valid passport, so please ensure you have both 

readily to hand. When checking in you will be issued with 

your ship’s pass and boarding card.   Your ship’s pass acts 

as your security pass and on-board account card for the full 

duration of the cruise. Each time you embark or disembark 

the crew will take this from you to record whether you are on 

board or ashore. In addition, your hand luggage may be 

subject to either x-ray scanning or a manual search each 

time you re-join the ship. 

At least 24 hours before the end of your cruise the full 

disembarkation instructions will be placed inside your cabin.  

Please ensure you have settled all on board accounts before 

leaving the ship.  

 

 

M/S Brabant 

Our cruise vessel is Brabant.  New to the Fred. Olsen fleet 

in 2018 the vessel has just four decks and fewer than 80 

rooms and suites.  Brabant has the intimate ‘home from 

home’ atmosphere which Fred. Olsen guests know and 

love.  Step aboard in 2019 for an unforgettable journey 

along Europe’s picturesque rivers and canals. There’s a 

host of new waterways to discover, all to be enjoyed with 

the reassurance of Fred. Olsen’s friendly service, 

knowledge and rich sailing heritage.  

 

On board facilities include a small fitness room, hair salon 

wellness tub and the Vital Club, which offers invigorating 

massage treatments and soothing bath experiences. 

 



 
 
Bedrooms on board Brabant will make you feel at home from 

the moment you board.  Juliette balconies with panoramic 

windows are a feature of many of the rooms, ideal for 

admiring the breath-taking scenery as it unfolds.  The range 

of in-room facilities include a large flat-screen TV, 

complimentary Wi-Fi, individual climate control, a safe and a 

well-equipped bathroom, all keeping you comfortable during 

your cruise. 

 

The vessel has a shop where you can buy essentials such 

as sun cream or toiletries, and there is also a laundrette and 

ironing room on board. 

 

The Amadeus Club is a great spot for peaceful relaxation 

with friends old and new.  You’ll find a small selection of 

books and newspapers, playing cards, puzzles and two 

desktop computers.  Self-service tea and coffee are available 

here 24 hours a day.   

 

In the evenings the stylish Panorama Lounge has gentle, live 

entertainment to round off the day.  

 

Your cabin steward will keep your cabin in immaculate 

condition throughout your stay, replacing any linen or towels 

as or when required.  

 

The voltage on board is supplied at 110 volts – 60 cycles (a 

U.S. style 2 pin plug is required) and 220 volt 60 cycles 

(requiring a continental style 2-pin plug). If you are in any 

doubt as to the appropriate voltage to use your electrical 

appliances on board, please check with the ship’s Reception 

Desk. Adapters are usually available for hire on board or 

may be bought at the ship’s shop. 

 

Deck plans for Brabant can be viewed at the following 

address:  

 

www.fredolsencruises.com/river-cruises/on-our-boat/deck-

plan  

 

 
 

A Juliette Room on Mozart Deck (Fred. Olsen) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meals 

 

Great food has become synonymous with a Fred. Olsen 

cruise and, like on our ocean-going ships, the quality and 

variety of the cuisine on board Brabant is sure to be a 

highlight of your holiday. 

In the morning you can wake up with 'Early Riser' coffee, tea 

and pastries, all before tucking into a hearty breakfast buffet. 

At lunch, you have the option to indulge with three delicious 

courses, supplemented by a variety of buffet options, in the 

Panorama Restaurant.  

Mid-afternoon the Panorama Lounge will serve up a sweet 

tooth-satisfying Afternoon Tea to help refuel after a morning 

of exploration.  

The crowning moment is sure to be the sumptuous five-

course à la carte dinner, served every evening in the 

Panorama Restaurant. To round the day off, late night 

snacks are available for those who are – somehow – still 

peckish. What's more, all this is included in your cruise price. 

 
 

The carefully crafted lunch and dinner menus feature a few 

classic favourites and vegetarian options too, as well as 

regional dishes inspired by the stunning destinations on your 

itinerary. Should you have any special dietary requests, 

simply let us know at the time of booking – we’ll do our 

utmost to ensure your needs are met wherever possible. 

 

What’s Included 

 

• Accommodation on board. 

• Breakfast, Lunch and dinner during the cruise. 

• Complimentary tea and coffee from 0900-2200 

daily.   

• Musical evening entertainment in the bar lounge 

• Wellness Centre onboard with whirlpool, sauna and 

gym equipment 

• All port taxes. 

• Porterage on board. 

• A programme of excursions and walks from our 

ports of call including any necessary local 

transportation costs, entrances and local guides. 

• Return transfers between the overseas arrival 

airport and  the ship  

http://www.fredolsencruises.com/river-cruises/on-our-boat/deck-plan
http://www.fredolsencruises.com/river-cruises/on-our-boat/deck-plan


 
 

• Gratuities to the ship’s crew, transport drivers and 

local guides. 

• Captain’s Welcome cocktail party and Gala dinner8 

 

 

What’s Not Included 

 

• Any drinks on board.  

• M/S Brabant shore excursions. 

• Holiday Insurance.  

• Hairdressing, health, beauty treatments  

• Personal laundry and dry cleaning. 

• Holiday Insurance. 

• Discretionary gratuities to the crew (apart from the 

restaurant staff), drivers, guides etc both on board and 

ashore. 

• Entrances to any museums or sites not specifically 

mentioned in the itinerary.  

• Any local excursions not included in the Ramblers 

Cruise & Walk Holidays programme, or merely 

mentioned as possibilities in this Holiday Information 

Sheet. 

• Occasionally a local guide or your Ramblers Cruise & 

Walk leader might suggest entering a site or monument 

in a city for which there is an entrance fee to pay. Please 

allow approximately £25 for this on this holiday 

 

 

 

 

 

Health & Fitness   

 

Whilst none of the walks is difficult you need to be 

comfortable walking over uneven and occasionally steep 

ground to enjoy them to the full. 

Please take your European Health Insurance Card (EHIC) 

with you - it will help in the event of an emergency. It is 

important to check your EHIC is current as it is issued with 

an expiry date. For full information on all Health 

Requirements for this cruise please visit the National Travel 

Health Network and Centre website at 

www.travelhealthpro.org.uk, the NHS Fit for Travel website 

at www.fitfortravel.nhs.uk and the Foreign Office Travel 

Advice website at www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice or a 

local travel health clinic 

 

 

Clothing & Equipment 

 

Evening on board 

For men, a pair of trousers, chinos or smart (dark) jeans, 

coupled with a polo shirt or shirt is perfectly acceptable, 

though some guests may prefer to wear a jacket while dining 

in the Panorama Restaurant. Ladies’ dress can range from 

tailored trouser suits or stylish dresses to casual separates 

or summer dresses. 

There is no requirement for black tie/formal wear on Fred. 

Olsen River Cruises, however, some guests may wish to opt 

for something a little dressier for the Captain’s Welcome 

Dinner. 

Daytime 

You can feel at ease while enjoying the relaxing scenic 

cruising aboard Brabant. Casual wear such as shorts and t-

shirt or a polo shirt is ideal for cruising in the summer 

months. During spring and autumn, we recommend packing 

something a little warmer for when on deck as the breeze 

can be a little cooler. 

A pair of comfortable shoes is a must for when ashore 

exploring the fascinating ports of call and please remember 

to dress appropriately if visiting religious sites or places of 

worship during your explorations. 

Other essentials to consider 

• Sunscreen, sunglasses and hat for summer months 

• Light weight jacket for the cooler months 

• Lightweight umbrella 

Clothing and equipment for walking  

 

Some of the walks will be rough underfoot at times, so we 

recommend comfortable walking shoes with a Vibram sole. 

Although we hope the weather will be sunny, there is a 

chance of rain, so waterproofs are strongly recommended. It 

is always a good idea to take a warm fleece with you. 

 

 
 

Szechenyi Chain Bridge in Budapest ( Wikipedia ) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.travelhealthpro.org.uk/
http://www.fitfortravel.nhs.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice


 
 

Currency & Payment on Board 

 

All prices on board Brabant are in Sterling. This includes 

your bar bill, gratuities, and anything purchased in the on-

board shop. 

Any additional currency required will depend on the ports of 

call and countries you visit on your river cruise itinerary, as 

well as the activities you have planned for time spent ashore 

Please note there is no bureau de change on board Brabant 

so please ensure you have all relevant currency before you 

embark on your cruise 

 

 

Tipping 

 

Fred. Olsen operates a system whereby the recommended 

level of gratuities will be automatically added to guests’ on-

board accounts at the end of the cruise.  Ramblers Cruise & 

Walk Holidays include the tips for the dining room waiters but 

£4 per guest per day will be added to all on board accounts 

for cabin stewards.   

 

Anyone wishing to vary the amount given can do so via 

reception and guests are free to remove the charge from 

their onboard account and tip the relevant staff in the 

traditional ‘envelope & cash’ method if they prefer. 

 

Maps and Suggested Reading 

 

Detailed maps of the route ( in English & pictorial ) are 

available from a German publisher – Rahmel Verlag.  Full 

details are on their website www.rahmel-verlag.de  

 

We recommend ‘ Rough Guides ‘, who publish a variety of 

books on the countries and places we visit and a guide to the 

Daube Delta. These can be obtained from all good 

booksellers and :- 

 

The Map Shop 

15 High Street 

Upton upon Severn, Worcs. 

WR8 0HJ  England 

Tel : 01684 593146        

www.themapshop.co.uk 

themapshop@btinternet.com 

 

 

General Information 

 

Please note that this Holiday Information sheet may be 

periodically updated and reissued. 

 

In most cases any revisions will be minor, and the overall 

nature of the holiday will be unchanged. Should we need to 

make a major change to the holiday arrangements between  

you booking your holiday and your date of travel we will 

notify you to specifically draw your attention to any significant 

change. 

You may wish to review the latest version of the Holiday 

Information sheet online prior to travel 

Ramblers Cruise & Walk Holidays 

Lemsford Mill 

Lemsford Village 

Welwyn Garden City 

Herts 

AL8 7TR 

 

Tel : +44(0) 1707 386767  

 

E-Mail : info@ramblersholidays.co.uk 

 

www.cruiseandwalk.co.uk     
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